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27 June 2013 
 
Dear Rob 
 
SCOTLAND’S CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION PROGRAMME CONSULTATION 
 

I am writing to inform you of the public consultation on the first Scottish Climate Change 
Adaptation Programme.  
 
An adaptation programme is a requirement of section 53 of the Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009, and the consultation will seek views on the Scottish Government’s draft Scottish 
Climate Change Adaptation Programme prior to a final version being laid before the Scottish 
Parliament. 
 
The Adaptation Programme addresses the impacts identified for Scotland in the UK Climate 
Change Risk Assessment (CCRA) published under section 56 of the UK Climate Change Act 
2008. It sets out Scottish Ministers objectives in relation to adaptation to climate change, 
proposals and policies for meeting those objectives, and the period within which proposals 
and policies will be introduced. The Programme also sets out the arrangements for wider 
engagement in meeting objectives. 
 
When the first Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme is laid before the Scottish 
Parliament it will also bring into force the requirement under Section 44 of the Climate 
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 for public bodies (as defined by the Act) to exercise their 
functions in a way that will help deliver the Programme.  
 
The Programme is part of an iterative process and subsequent programmes are required to 
address impacts and opportunities identified in progressive CCRAs due every 5 years.   
 
 



St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.scotland.gov.uk   
 

 
 
 
While there is no requirement to formally consult on an adaptation programme, securing a 
wide range of views on the draft Adaptation Programme will help us to develop a strong 
programme of action that can be built on through future programmes, and which will ensure 
that Scotland is well prepared and resilient to a changing climate. 
 
The consultation will commence on 28 June for 13 weeks and will close on 27 September.  
The consultation will be available through the consultation pages of the Scottish 
Government’s website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations/Current.   
 
The responses will inform the final Programme which I intend to lay before the Scottish 
Parliament around the end of the year. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PAUL WHEELHOUSE 
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